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TAGS: PINT PGOV SO 

SUB J : OMAR ARTEH OUSTED 

REF: MOGADISCIO 607 

1 . AS FOOTNOTE TO REFTEL, REPORTING DISMISSAL OF SOMALI 
FONMIN ARTEH, WE HAVE HEARD FROM A NUMBER OF AFRICAN 
DIPLOMATS, INCLUDING HIGH-RANKING OAU SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS, 
THAT HIS POPULARITY IN AOU CIRCLES WAS MINIMAL. ARTEH 
ALIENATED MANY OAU MEMBERS BY HIS OBDURACY AND DISREGARD FOR 
FACTS. HE WAS CRITICIZED PARTICULARLY FOR WASTING MUCH TIME, 

IN LIBERATION COMMITTEE AND OTHER MEETINGS, BU STUBBORN 
HAGGLING ON SMALL POINTS. AN ARROGANT ATTITUDE IS ALSO 
MENTIONED. 

2. WHEN ARTEH FAILED TO APPEAR AT RECENT MEETING. RUMOR IN 
ADDIS WAS THAT PRES SIAD HAD FINALLY REALIZED ARTEH WAS 
DAMAGING SOMALI CAUSE BY HIS ATTITUDE AND TACTICS 

(IN FACT, OF COURSE, ARTEH WAS IN MOSCOW WITH 
SIAD). 
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